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For tliat the groundwork is, and end of all. 

How to obtain a benefictal. Spenfet^s Hublird's Tale, 

Benefi'cially. adv. \ivom benefdal.l Advantageoufly ; pro- 
fitably ; helpfully. 

Benefi'cialness. n.f. [irom benef dal.'] Ufefulncfs ; profit; 
hclpfulnds. 

Though the knowledge of thefe objc£b be commendable 
for their contentation and curiofity, yet they do not commend 
their knowledge to us, upon the account of their ufefulnefs 
and benefidalncfs. Haiti Origin of Mankind. 

Benf-FI^ciary. \from. benefice.] Holding fomething in fub- 
ordination to anotlier ; having a dependent and fecondary pof- 
feflion, without fovercign power. 

The duke of Parma w.as tempted by no lefs promife, than 
to be made a feudatory, or benefidary king of England, under 
the feignoiy in chief of the pope. Baeorls War vi'ith Spain, 
Benefi'ciary. n.f. He that is in pofleffion of a benefice. 

A benefice is either faid to be a benefice with the cure of 
fouls, or otherwife. In the firft cafe, if it be annexed to an- 
other benefice, thebenefidary is obliged to ferve the parifh church 
in his. own proper perfon. dyliffe's Parergon, 

BF/T'IEFl r. n.f. Lat.] 

1. Akindnefs ; a favour conferred ; an aft of love. 

When noble fhall prove 
Not well difpos’d, the mind grown once corrupt. 

They turn to vicious forms. Shakejp. Henry VIII. 

lilefs tlie Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his benefits. 

Pfalm ciii. 2. 

As many as offer’d life, 

Neglcft not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith, not void of works. Paradife Loji, b. xii. 1 . 426. 

2. Advantage; profit; ufe. 

The creature abateth his ftrength for the benefit of fuch as 
put their truft in thee. Wifdomy xvi. 24. 

3. In law. 

Benefit of clergy is an ancient liberty of the church, when a 
prieft, or one within orders, is arraigned of felony before a fc- 
cular judge, he may pray his clergy ; that is, pray to be de- 
livered to his ordinar)-, to purge himfelf of the offence objefted 
to him : and this might be done in cafe of murder. The an- 
cient law, in this point of clergy., is much altered ; for clerks 
arc no more delivered to their ordinaries to he purged, but now 
every man, though not within orders, is put to read at the bar, 
being found guilty, and convifted of fuch felony as this benefit 
is granted for ; and fo burnt in the hand, and fet free for the 
firft time, if the ordinary’s commiflioner, or deputy, Handing 
by, do fay. Legit ut cler’tcus ; or, otherwife, fuffereth death for 
his tranfgrcnion. Cowel. 

To Be'nefit. V. a. [from the noun.] To do good to ; toad- 
^ vantage. 

What courfe I mean to hold. 

Shall nothing benefit your knowledge. Shakefp. IVint. Tale. 
He was fo far from benefiting trade, that he did it a great in- 
jury, and brought Rome in danger of a famine. Arbuthnot. 
To Benefit, w. w. To gain advantage. 

To tell you therefore whatl \m'c benefited herein, among old 
renowned authors, I fhall fparc. Milton on Education. 

Bene'mpt. fld/. [SeeNEMPT.] Appointed; marked out; an 
obfoletc word. 

Much greater gifts for Guerdon thou flialt gain, 

I'han kid or eolfet, which I thee benempt ; 

Then up, 1 fay. Spenfer's Pajlorah. 

To Bene't. v.a. [from net.] To enfnare; to furround as 
with toils. 

Being thus benetted round with villains. 

Ere I could mark the prologue, to my banc, 

'I hey had begun the play. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

BeneVoi.ence. n. f. [benevolentia, Lat.] 

I . Difpofition to do good ; kindnefs ; charity ; good will. 

Grafpthe whole worlds ef rcafon, life, and fenfe. 

In one clofe fvftcm of benevolence. Pope's EJfay on Man, 
'I he good done ; the charity’ given. 

A kind of tax. 
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which he fuftained much env}’. It was abolifhed by Richard 
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Be'njamin. n.f. 
To Beni'cht. 


V. a. 


hav- 


A sum. See Benzoin*. 
r. [from night.] 

1. 1 o involve in darknefs; to embarrafs by want of liaht* 

bring on night. ® 

He that has light within his own breall. 

May fit i’ th’ centre, and enjoy bright day ; 

But he that hides a dark foul, and foul thoughts. 

Benighted walks under the mid-day fun ; 

Himfelf is his own dungeon. 

Thofe bright ftp that did adorn our hemifphere, as thofe 
dark fhades that did benight it, vanifti. ^ y 

But what fo long in vain, and yet unknown ^ 

By poor mankind’s wit, is fought. 

Shall in this age to Britain firft be fliown. Dryd. Ann. Mir 
A ftorm begins, the raging waves run high. 

The clouds look heavy, and benight the fky. Garth's Ovid 
The mifcrable race of men, that live 
Benighted half the year, benumm’d with fixifts 
Under the polar Bear. Philibs 

2. To furprife with the coming on of night. ^ * 

Being benighted, the fight of a candle I faw a good way off 
direfted me to a young fliepherd’s houfe. Sidney, b. i! 

Or fome benighted angel, in his way. 

Might eafe his wings ; and, feeing heav’n appear 
In its beft work of mercy, think it there. Dryden. 

BENI'GN. adj. [henignus, Lat. It is pronounced without the^, 
as if written benine j but the g is preferved in benignity.] 

1. Kind; generous ; liberal ; aftually good. Sec Beneficent. 
This turn hath made amends ! Thou haft fulfill’d 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benign ! 

Giver of all things fair. Milton's Parad. Lojl, b. viii. /. 4g2. 
So Ihall the world go on. 

To good malignant, to bad men benign. Par. LoJl, b. xii. 

We owe more to heav’n than to the fword. 

The wifti’d return of fo benign a lord. Waller. 

What heaven beftows ui>on the earth, in kind influences and 
benign afpefts, is paid it back again in facrUicc and adoration. 

South. 

They who delight in the fuffering of Infcriour creatures, will 


not be very compaflionate or benign. 

DifFrent are thy names. 
As thy kind hand has founded many cities. 
Or dealt benign thy various gifts to men. 

2. Wholefome; not malignant. 


Locke, 


Prior. 


Thefe falts are of a benign mild nature, in healthy 

lien 


perfons ; 
they dif- 


This tax, called a benevolence, was devlfcd by Edward IV . for 

iliftied Iw Richard 

j[j_ Bacon's Henry VII. 


BeneVoj.ENT. adj. [henevdens, benevolentia,\i^t.] Kind; 
ing good will, or kind inclinations. 

‘'Thou good old man, benevolent as wife. Pope's Odyffey. 

Nature all 

Is blooming and benevolent like thp Thomfon. 

Bene'voi-entness. n.f. 1 he fanie with 
Bengali., n.f. [from Bengal in the Eaft Indies.] A fort of thin 
flight fluff, made of filk and hair, for womens apparel. 
Be'ntamin. n.f. \^Benzoin.] 7 he name of a tree. 

From a calyx, w’hich confifts of four leaves, are produced 
three fmall flowers, which have an oblong tube ; the upper 
part, which is expanded, is divided into eight fegrnents ; bc- 
Tween which arc feveral Ihort threads, and, in the middle of the 
tube, is the ovarium, which becomes a fruit* It was brought 
from Vircinia into England, and is propagated by laying down 
The tender branches in the fpring of the vear. Millar. 


but, in others, retain their original qualities, which 
cover in cachexies. Arbutlmot on Aliments. 

Benign Difeafe, is when all the ufual fymptoms appear in the 
fmall pox, or any acute difeafe, favourably, and without any ir- 
regularities, or unexpefted changes. ^incy. 

Beni'cness. n.f. [from The fame with 

Bfni'gnity. n.f. [^irom benign.] 

1. Gracioufnefs ; goodnels; aftual kindnefs. 

He which ufeth the benefit of any fpecial benignity, may en- 
joy it with good confcience. Hooker, b. v. § 9. 

The king w'as defirous to cftablilh peace rather by benignity 
than blood. Hayxuard. 

It is true, that his mercy will forgive offenders, or his benig- 
nity co-operate to their converfions. Brown's V Agar Errours. 

Although he enjoys the good that is done him, he is uncon- 
cerned to value the benignity of him that does it. South. 

2. Salubrity ; wholefome quality ; friendlinefs to vital nature. 

Bones receive a quicker agglutination in fanguine than in 
cholerick bodies, by reafon of the benignity of the ferum, which 
fendeth out better matter for a callus. Wifetnan's Surgery. 

Beni'gnly. [from benign.] Favourably; kindly; gra- 
cioufly. 

’Tis amazement more than love. 

Which her radiant eyes do move ; 

If lefs fplendour wait on thine. 

Yet they fo benignly fhine, 

I would turn my dazled fight ^ 

To behold their milder light. Jkaller. 

Oh truly good, and truly great ! 

For glorious as he rofe, benignly fo he fet. Prior. 

Be^nison. n.f. [irw/V, to blefs ; beniJfons,Yr.] BlelTing; bene- 
diftion. 

We have no fuch daughter; nor fhall es'er fee 
That face of hers again ; therefore, begone 
Without our grace, our love, our benifon. Shakejf. K. Lear. 

Unmuffle, ye fair ftars, and thou, fair moon. 

That wont’ft to love the traveller’s benifon. Milton. 

Be^nnet. n.f. An herb ; the fame with rta/cBr, which fee. 

Bent. n.f. [from the verb /c ^cnr/.] 

I . The ftate of being bent ; a ftate of flexure ; curvity. 

Strike eently, and hold your rod at a bent a little while. 

^ ^ ^ Walton's Angler. 


2. Degree of flexure. 

7'here are divers fubtle inquiries concerning the ftrength re- 
quired to the bending of them ; the force they have in ^he d^ 
charge, according to the feveral bents ; and the ftrength requi 
to be in the ftring of them. W dkins's Mathematical Magtck. 

^ 3 - 


BEN 


Although they wear their faces to the bent 
Of the kings look, but hath a heart that is 


Gl^ at the tiling they fcoul at. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

Two of them hath the very bent of honour. 

1 . Shakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 

Then thy ftreight rule fet virtue in my fight. 

The crooked line reforming by the right ; 

My reafon took the bent of thy command. 

Was form’d and polifti’d by thy fkilful hand. Dryden' sPerf. 
9 ' * ciidency ; flexion; particular diredtion. 

l he cxercifing the underflanding, in the feveral ways of rea- 
foning, tcacheth the mind fupplcnefs, to apply itfelf moredex- 
teroufly to bents arid turns of the matter, in all its refearches. 

10. Aftalkof grafs, zAXzAbent-grafs. 

His fpear, a bent both ftiff and ftrong. 

And well near of tw’o inches lom^ ; 

1 he pile was of a horfe-fly’s tongue, 

duft vines ; it is a little duft, like^ the 

fng^fofth ’ 

Whf ^ moulting months, may come. 

When, lagging late, they cannot reach their home. 

To Bhnu'm. .. .. [benumeri.SaxonT"’''''''''"''''"'^^"’- 

parXep,''? by foStobftmftbm 

Soiil'bctt" keen,'^wh(rbit‘us-f^^^^^ 

OuHi„,w ; warmth, to cherlfh 

Uur limbs benunm, d. Milton's Paradife Loft, b. x / 

ly finew’s flacken, and an icy ftift'n4 
Benums mv blood. „ , 

^ ' ■ tJenhami 


1069. 


It feizes upon the vitalc an,l a 1. /• Sophy. 

there is no fenfe, there can be no paiT' 


wiih ST >">1 

• Tofiupify. 


creeping death 

VoE. i: i^opp’d her bfeaih. 


— benum- 
L Ejlrange, fab. ix. 


Drydi 


ten. 
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3 . Declivity. • n. 4 

A mountain ftood, 

Threat’ning from high, and overlook'd tlie wood ; 

Beneath the lowring brow, and on a bent. 

The temple ftood of Mars armipotent. Dryd. Pal. and Arc. 

4. Utmoft pow'er, as of a bent bow. 

Then let thy love be younger than thyfelf. 

Or thy affection cannot hold the bent. Shakefp. Tw. Night. 

We both obey. 

And here give up ourfelves, in the full bent. 

To lay our fervice freely at your feet. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

5 . Application of the mind ; ftrain of the mental powers. 

The underflanding ftiould be brought to the knotty parts of 
knowledge, that try the ftrength of tliought, and a full bent of 
the mind, by infenhble degrees. Locke. 

6. Inclination ; difpofition towards fomething. 

O who does know the bent of womens fantafy ! 

Fairy ^een, b. i. cant. iv.Jlanz. 24. 

To your own bents difpofe you ; you’ll be found. 

Be you beneath the fky. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

He knew the ftrong bent of the country towards the houfe of 
York. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Soon inclin’d t’ admit delight. 

The bent of nature ! Milton's Par. Lojl, b. xi. /. 597. 

7 ’he golden age was firft ; when man, yet new. 

No rule but uncorrupted rcafon knew^; 

And, with a native bent, did good purfiic. Dryden. Ovid. 

Let there be the fame propenfity and bent of will to religion, 
and there will be the fame fedulity and indefatigable induftry. 

South. 

’Tis odds but the fcale turns at laft on nature’s fide, and the 
evidence of one or tw’o fenfes gives w.ay to the united bent and 
tendency of all the five. Atterbury. 

7. Determination ; fixed purpolc; 

Their unbelief we may not impute unto infufficiency in the 
mean which is ufed, but to the wilful bent of their obftinate 
hearts againft it. Hooker, b. v. § 22. 

Yet we faw them forced to give way to the bent, and current 
humour of the people, in favour of their ancient and lawful go- 
vernment. Tentple. 

8. 1 urn of the temper, or difpofition ; fliapc, or fafhion, fuper- 
induced by art. 

Not a courtier. 


Eenzo'in. n.f. A medicinal kind of refin imported from tne 
It is procured by 


Eaft Indies, and vulgarly called benjamin. 


making an incifion in a tree, whofe leaves rcfcmble thofe of the 
lemon tree. It is of a yellowifti colour, an agree abc feent, 

i._ 1 !_ ...Vita'll ic 


it melts eafily, and is of three forts. 7 he firf, which is 
efteenied the beft, comes froni Siam, and is called 
being interfperfed with white fpots, refembling broken almonds. 
7'he fecond is black, and very odoriferous ; it drops from 
' from Sumatra. 7 'he third is alfo 


j’oung trees, and comes - 

Ijlack, but lefs odoriferous, and is found in Java and Suniatra. 

Trevoux. Chambers. 


The liquor wc have diftilled from benzoin, is fubjcct to fre- 
quent viciftitudes of fluidity and firmnels. Boyli'. 

Benzoin Tree. Sec Benja.min Tree. 

7'oBepa'int. v.a. [from paint.] To cover with paint. 

7 'hou know’ft, the mafk of night is on my face, 

Elfe would a maiden blufti bepaint my cheek. 

Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

To Bepi’nchI .. a. [from pinch.] To mark w’ith pinches. 

In their fides, arms, fhoulders, all bepincht. 

Ran thick the w’eals, red w’itli blood, ready to ftart out. 

Chapman's Iliad. 

To Bepi'ss. v.a. [frompifs.] To wet with urine. 

One caufed, at a feaft, a bagpipe to be played, which made 
the knight bepifs himfelf, to the great diverfion of all then pre- 
fent, as well as confufion of himfelf. Derham's Phyfico-Theol. 
To BEQUE'A 7 'H. v. a. [cpip, Sax. a will.] To leave by will 
to another. 

She had never been difinherited of that goodly portion, 
which nature had fo liberally beqneatlmd to her. Sidney'. 

Let’s choofe executors, and talk of wills ; 

And yet not fo — for what can we bequeath. 

Save our depofed bodies to the ground \ Shakefp. Richardll. 
My father bequeath'd me by will but a poor thoufand crowns. 

Shakefp. As you like it . 
Methinks this age feems refolved to bequeath pofterity fome- 
what to remember it. GlarrvilU's Scepjis, c. 2 1 . 

For you, whom beft I love and value moft. 

But to your fen'ice I bequeath my ghoft. Dryden' s Fables, 

Beque'athment. n.f. [from bequeath.] A legacy. DiSl. 
Beqg'est. n. f. [from bequeath.] Something left by will ; a 
legacy. 

He claimed the crown to himfelf ; pretending an adoption, 
or bequeji, of the kingdom unto him by the Confeffor. 

Hale’s Common Law of England. 
To Bera'ttle. V. [from rattle.] To rattle off; to make 
a none at in contempt. 

1 hefe ime now the falhion, and fo berattle tlie common ftage, 
fo they cftl them, that many, wearing rapiers, are afraid of 

co'ne thither. Shakefp. Hamlet. 
Berberry, n.f [berbens, fometimes written barberry, which. 
fee ] A berry of a fliarp tafte, ufed for pickles. ^ 

Some never ripen to be fweet,as tamarinds, berberries, crabs ’ 
Tn R^FR^/AVir Bacon's Natural Hljlory, N» 5 ^ 

[bcpeopiai, 

'• •>-' »/ 
Madam, you have ba-eft me of all words. 

Only my blood fpeaks to you in my veins. Shakefp. M. ofV 
I hat when thou com ft to kneel at Henry’s f 4 t ^ ' 
Thou may ft bereave him of his wits with wonder! 

There was never a prince bereaved 

5 n= rSlIoT'’’* “ -'-I-'ners 

./ r.»„ed 4 on .„o, taSjTbSZTVSn- 

2. Sometimes it is ufed witliout of. Bentley's So-mons. 

xxn, T . Bereave me not. 

Whereon I five ! thy gentle looks, thy aid, 

■> Parad Loft hx 

3. 1 o take away from. x. 

Is 1 ' territories 

b.r, ivS VI. f. u. 

OrTh f of cither fide, bereft of life, 

B.ro. >2" '„°ro«. 

Be'rgamot. n.f. [bergamette, Fr.J 

1 . A fort of pear, commonly called buroamot P 

2. A fort ot cffencc, or perfume, draw^ from ^ ^ 
ingrafting a lemon tree on a beriramot n Ptoduced by 

3. A fort of fnuft; which is only clS^tr'' 

eflence rubbed into it. ^ bacco, with a little of the 


Dryden' s Fab. 


eflence rubbed into it. 

Be'rgmaster. n. f. ffrom c 
HIT, or chief =R.o..g 

3 A 


Be'rg- 
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